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Daughter Appreciative of Care Provided
to Mother in Her Final Days

Wallie and Norma Sears

her, she was being so well taken care 
of. The night of my mom’s passing, 
her nurses were so supportive to me 
and made the sad experience more 
understandable and acceptable.  
These hospital angels helped me get 
through that difficult moment.”

Sears stated that the extraordinary 
handling of the pandemic at SMH is 
also to be commended.

“The entire experience from COVID 
screening at the front, to food and 
custodial services, was pleasant and 
professional. Her physiotherapists 
were amazing and understanding, 
and her physician Dr. Kelly was a 
blessing. I simply cannot convey in 
other words how exceptional this 
hospital is – I am certain my mom’s 
care was not unique, and that each 

patient surely receives the same  
level of care.”

Sears’ parents, Wallie and Norma, 
who have lived in Sackville their  
entire lives and raised their family 
here, have always been thankful  
for having such wonderful care  
close to home.‘‘ ’’

Although it has been a rough year 
with the passing of the beloved  
family matriarch, Paula Sears can’t 
say enough about the care her  
mother received prior to her passing. 

Long time Sackville resident Norma 
Sears was admitted to the Sackville 
Memorial Hospital (SMH) on March 7  
after falling at home and breaking 
her femur. With the exception of eight 
days at The Moncton Hospital, all of 
her care was provided at SMH until 
her passing on April 16 at the age  
of 90.

I know my mom felt comfort-
able, was grateful and at peace 
while she was being cared for 
at our local hospital in her final 
days, says Sears.
Sears felt that it was important to 
extend a thank you and remark on 
exceptional care when it is warranted. 
She has nothing but praise for the 
amazing staff at the SMH.

“Each and every healthcare worker 
who entered my mother’s room was 
professional and efficient, but just 
as important to my mom, they were 
kind and supportive, and even loving.  
I was so comfortable with my mom 
being a patient in Sackville; I knew 
when my family could not be with 



2

www.smhf.ca  All money raised is used locally to enhance patient care at the Sackville Memorial Hospital.

Anesthesia monitoring equipment 
$41,000

Cardiac telemetry 
system $22,000

Sterilizer for medical device  
reprocessing $42,000

Laparoscopic/arthroscopic tower 
(camera and monitor) $67,000

The Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation Wraps 
Up Operate with Surgical Precision Campaign

New overhead lights $22,500

The Sackville Memorial Hospital 
(SMH) Foundation wrapped up its 
Operate with Surgical Precision  
Campaign which will see $200,000 
invested in specialized equipment 
that will elevate surgical and emer-
gency care. When you or your loved 
ones need surgery, complicated or 
not, you want peace of mind knowing 
our surgeons have the best tools to 
do their job. Surgeons performed 
over 800 procedures last year at the 
SMH, which due to COVID-19, was 
lower than usual. In order to be “a cut 
above”, the SMH needs new overhead 
operating room lights, anesthesia 
monitoring equipment, a sterilizer for 
medical device reprocessing, and 
a laparoscopic/arthroscopic tower 
(camera and monitor).

This cutting-edge camera offers 
sharper images that provide truer-to-
life clarity and colour, giving surgeons 
a better look at the fine details – so 
important during minimally invasive 
surgical procedures. Although the 
equipment being used right now is 
fully operational, meeting our needs, 
and completely safe, it is essential 
that it be replaced to keep up with 
developing technology. The SMH is 

renowned for its outstanding Day 
Surgery Program offering over 40 
different types of surgeries including: 
arthroscopic repair of ACL, knees and 
shoulder procedures (Ortho), breast 
reduction and augmentation, carpal 
tunnel repair (Plastics), cystoscopy, 
urinary incontinence repair (Urology). 
tubal ligation and hysteroscopy  
(Gynecology), hernia repair, varicose 
veins stripping, lumpectomy and 
gallbladder removal (General and 
Vascular).

It is important to note that having 
state-of-the-art technology makes it 
easier to recruit and retain surgeons 
and care for the patients we serve. In 
addition to the items for the surgical 
program, a cardiac telemetry system 
– a way to monitor a patient’s cardiac 
rhythm remotely and during any  
patient activity – will also be acquired 
for the Emergency Department.

Campaign Chair Pat Estabrooks says 
she appreciates the help of the  
Foundation’s loyal donors.

“Your donations will help our surgeons  
and the entire health care team  
provide better care for you, your  
family, friends and neighbours,”  
says Estabrooks.

You can still make a donation by 
contacting the Foundation at  
364-4205, dropping by the hospital, 
or donating securely online at  
www.smhf.ca/donate.

All equipment is expected to be  
on-site and operational in early 2022.
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DONATION FORM

Yes, you can count on my support!  
Enclosed is my gift of: 

l $35  l $50  l $100  l $250  l Other $_____  
Please make your cheque payable to: 
Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation 
8 Main Street,Sackville, NB E4L 4A3 
Tel. 506.364.4205 
E-mail: smhfoundation@horizonnb.ca 
 

Donate online at www.smhf.ca. Our online  
donation feature offers an instant, secure, and  
easy way to give. 

 
Charitable Registration # 11961 8429 RR0001 
A tax receipt will be issued.

"
Donor Name: 

Address: 

Postal Code: 

Telephone: 

E-mail Address: 

Signature: 

VISA/Mastercard: 

Expiry Date:

Foundation Honours Nurses
Last May, three very large and extremely beautiful gift 
baskets were delivered to staff in the Emergency Room, 
Operating Room and Brunswick Unit in recognition of  
National Nurses Week.

Listed Securities
A Terrific Gift Option
Why donate securities?
Your gift of securities entitles you to a donation receipt for 
the full market value (resale) of your contribution. Your gift 
will result in a non-refundable tax credit that will reduce 
your income taxes. You can use it in the year of your gift  
or carry it forward for up to five additional years.

You pay no capital gains tax on the appreciated value 
(increased price) of your securities. Donating securities 
directly to the SMH Foundation avoids the tax on capital 
gains, maximizes the return on your investment, and  
protects the tax credits for use against other taxable  
income. The chart above shows the tax advantage when 
you donate shares to the SMH Foundation instead of 
selling them and donating the proceeds. This calculation 
assumes a tax rate of 50%.

Sell shares 
and donate cash
Fair market value $10,000

Cost basis $2,000

Capital gain $8,000

Taxable gain $4,000 (50%)

Tax credit $2,500
(assuming 25% of donation value)

Tax on capital gain $2,000
(at 50%)

Tax savings $500

Donate shares 
directly
 $10,000

 $2,000

 $8,000

 $0

 $2,500
  

 $0
  

 $2,500

Could this be your best fit for making a gift?

Sheila Parker, Foundation Board representative, 
and SMH Facility Manager Emilie Doucet,  
deliver cheer baskets to thank nurses.
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation is to raise funds and administer its 
resources to preserve, maintain and enhance the quality of health care in the Tantramar region.

2021-2022
Board of Directors

Pat Estabrooks Chair
Kathleen McMullen Vice-Chair

David Stewart Treasurer and Secretary

Directors
Jane Braedley 

Carole de Ste. Croix
Cindy Crossman

Katherine DeVere-Pettigrew
Marilyn Prescott

Pravin Varma

Foundation Awards 
Bursaries 2021

Donor Celebration 
Event Cancelled

Accountability 
View our audited financial  
statements online:  
www.smhf.ca/en/ 
auditedfinancialstatements.

Foundation  
Bids Farewell to 
Two Long Time 
Board Members
In June, the Foundation recognized 
the tremendous contribution made 
by Bill Evans and Sheila Parker after 
each completing eight years on the 
board of directors.

Thank you Bill and Sheila for all that 
you have done to advance the mission 
of the Foundation.

The Sackville Memorial Hospital 
Foundation awarded three $1,500 
bursaries to Tantramar Regional High 
School students who will be studying 
in the healthcare field.  One of the 
bursaries was established in honour 
of Foundation board members who 
have passed away.

Due to the ongoing pandemic and 
new safety protocols, we have 
decided to cancel our annual donor 
celebration event again this year. We 
are grateful for our donors every day 
and we will show our appreciation 
at a more appropriate time in 2022. 

Please continue to be safe. 

Sheila Parker and Bill Evans were presented with flowers as a 
token of appreciation for their time on the board.

Alexa EstabrooksAlexa Sjodin

Jillian Wood is attending Mount Allison 
in the Bachelor of Science Program.

Alexa Sjodin is attending the  
University of Western Ontario.

Alexa Estabrooks is also attending  
Mount Allison.

Congrats, ladies!

Did you know?

Foundation-sponsored colouring kits 
are provided to families with children 
visiting the SMH to help keep kids 
occupied during their stay.


